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AT COURT-MARTIAL 


b-' 


Burbank Marine 

. 13 j 

Freed in Death 
of Viet Civilian 


Hr 


fired several shot* 

The prosecution pre- 
sented an expended bullet 
that matched the rifle 
allegedly held by Collard 
A general court-martial board la at the time. The bullet waa 
Da Nang, South Vietnam, acqulttad found on the floor inside 
a U.S. jnarine Wednesday of mur* the dead man's house. The 
dering a Vietnamese civilian when prose cution contended 
hf gnd another marine fired their this was the bullet that 
rifles from a truck. 

The Associated Press reported 
that Lance Cpl. Douglas R. Collard. 

20, of Burbank, Calif., was tried on a 
l of premeditated murder on 
he could have been given a 
“ convicted* He was 


life sentence if convictepL He was '■"""J a uu- 

ake acquitted on an assaufi charge. £«*/• He said exten- 
HI. companion. Lance CpL JohnD. W 


killed the roan. 

Leland Jones, retired 
head of the Los Angeles 
PoMce Department’s crime 
laboratory, testified that 
the bullet could not pae- 
sibly have entered a hu 


- ■ wii mwauiv vuai^f, 

His companion. Lance CpL JohnD. 
WWener, 20 r of Rossburg, Ohio, * 
convicted in April on three counts 




ted that it was fired 
the rifle allegedly 
by Collard. But he 


rink of private. 


pwi t for years tf It had 


_ CoUard was represents the : mafi'and he'cmdd 

find no trace of either.^. 
The eight-officer court 


Los Angeles la wye., ... 

Marine Capt Harry Sabine el 
Croesville, Tenn. 




■ Nr/, 


took just under an hour to 
mpdk the acquittal verdict 
which ended the three-day 

1 


Ons Killed, Two Wounded 

The Vietnamese man was killed 
and another man and woman 
wounded Nov. 24 as a truckload otf 
marines passed their house e« route 
to a base near Da Nang. Tt^i 
marines had spent the afternoon 
kwixmnlng and drinking beer at a 
beach near Da Nang. 

The dead man's son, a Vietnamese 
militiaman, testified he heard four .. , . _ . 

or five ibota and saw his father dpop had be ? 1 1x1 

ia thoffoor of their house. f > JZ®5 po ! lde Pf*’ 

He said he looked outside and saw , had to him 

the trudk going by with five „ 

Americans in It. They appeared 
drunk and were laughing, v_ ~ 

V CoIlMd, a cook. testlf 
ha 


Ia Burbank. Collard's 
wife, Cindy, 19. of 1224 N. 
Bats* PL. was elated 
when informed of her 
hatband's acquittal. ■It's 
jwt so wonderful I just 
caa’t believe tT V 
Since the incident, the 
they had been In 


that it 


but fired 


i to Pago S, Cot. 4 

*,/ 


by way of abort wave 
as well. t V 

le was scared and 
but he felt that ha 
done it," she said. 
Vs tour of duty in 
was to have been 
,, last March and his wife 
expect* him to bo return- 
fag to the United States 
"a 3 3oon as possible." 


